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She loved puzz[es, ca&c[s, Walking, cyc[ing, cross-countuy B (
skiing, sewing and ’zeading. _Mer most beloved activity was 3\
ga&cinin —_she had a real passion ][o’z orchids. _And she '
7rzj)yea/ ine Seotch W/Lisky. Vida sounds like my kind 0][

ady.

ﬂ never met Mcla /gain, éut ﬂ j[ee/ [ike ﬂ know /Le’z. ﬂt's éeen my p[easu’ze anc[ my
honou to wotk with hex /luséanc[, Colin, to use the gift Vida left to Ontario Vature in
her Will in ways that would c{e/ig/lt het. Because o ic[a, we have been able to funa[
vita/ stewa’zalslzip Wo’zk on out Wathe Reserves an a[so emp/oy seve’za/ interns anc[ staﬂ
Just stazting their careers in consewation--energetic and dedicated young scientists who
may not otherwise have had this opportuntty.

For me, a /ljﬁlfht was taking a group 0][ memée’zs

emn }une on our Petrel Point Natuze
/Qese’zve——a p/ace c/ose to u'c[a’s /zea’zt W/ze’ze we im)estec[
some 0][ /ze’z /egac gg@. W saw W/lite Aog o’zc/u'c[s,
1ass pink o’zc/u'clt/ ge[/ow /ac/y’s s/ippe’zs, skowy
Zlc[y slippe’zs and mote. :Z)wzing t/w /u'ke, we took
a moment to /Lonou’z [l/ic[a, /et'tin t/Le group know
L W ' that het kindness and generosiy Zac[ made this wotk
possié[e. Jrwas a éeautﬁ[ moment on a beautiful c/ay——a memoty Dwill
most ce’ztain/y nevex ][O’zget.

on an o

I inspi’zed evety sing[e day A_(/ your stoties and memorutes, and g love /lea’zing what
mattets to you and your dreams fo’z natuze in Ontazio. Im p’zouc[ to /w/p caung
members and their ]szi/ies take action to protect nature fo’zeve’z. Vou aze welcome to
contact me anytime ][o’z a conﬁc]mtia/ discussion about how you can protect nature fo’zeve’z

with a gﬁ n your Will. Thank you./
Kiusten :bau, Ontatio Nature

416-444-8%419, extension 235
ki’zstenc[@onta&ionatu&e. 01g




In recent edition of Walrus magazine, Lewis Rifkind
from the Yukon Conservation Society wrote: “You live
in suburbia but consider yourself Canadian because of
these vast, unspoiled wildernesses. The idea that they

exist becomes very important.”

As urban dwellers in Kingston, we love exploring

our own nearby natural areas. We also volunteer at

a2 centre that rehabilitates injured and orphaned
native Ontario wildlife. In the process of caring

for these animals, we have moments of experiencing an
unexplainable kinship with them. In these moments, we
feel touched by an ancient wordless wisdom. Caring
for animals, and nature in general, connect us to
something sacred, much larger than our human sphere.

We regret that so many plant and animal species have
gone extinct globally within our own short lifetimes.
We hope that the generations that follow us will
continue to have access to wild places and spaces—and
importantly -- that they will treasure and respect

them.

One of Ontario Nature’s great successes is the Nature
Guardians program, engaging teenagers and young
adults with nature. We are proud to support our youth
and ignite their passion in caring for our natural

environment.

Remembering Ontario Nature in
our Will means that we have
contributed to the protection
of nature in perpetuity.
There is a peace in knowing
that we have done what we
could so that people’s
relationship with the land
will not disappear as

society becomes increasingly
more urban.

— Susan and Sheila

The forest calms me down. In the forest, the air is sweet, sounds of
nature are 9ood, and the silence is mcgico[

We took one look at this pro erer near the Lake Erie Shoreline
and we knew it was for us. \/E/e love the Carolinian Life Zone. The
on|72/ things we don't like are the ticks. Our dream is to restore the
natural features of the forest and wetlands here. VWe've created
several wildlife Ponds. Every year Stan P|on+s more native trees
and removes non—native P|on’rs. We |<eep a yecr|y |09 book of flora
and fauna, and hoppﬂy reporJr that native p|anJrs ke sassafras and

Jru|ip trees are Jrhr*ivmg ogain.

[ feel very s+ron9|y that the next 9enero+ion should understand how
impor+an+ woodland and wetland conservation is for both
wildlife and our own we||—bein9. We are fortunate to have
been blessed with an enJ'oymenJr of nature our whole lives,
and we want children to always have the same
oPPorJruniJries to exp|ore and love nature.

— Anita, with her husband Stan
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| had a fascinating. father. He was driven, ¢elf—tauzht, curiovs
and interested in chVT/}%ré_ to do with natwe. He took every
opportunity to chare every l:lé_ he knew, unobtrigively and
natwally. [ remember taking. Twng with ow familq feeder watch'.
And | have ¢trong. memories of owr familv] oampin MPQ—mom and
dad Qlcﬁ wnder canvas until their 805, | also remember feeln
that Dad's love of natwe wagn't very cool—one olab] [ even F\ﬁ;ol
a blanket over my head in the back ¢eat of the car when Dad
Was Poinﬁng ovt a rare bird out the window.

And all these years [ater m husband oring_cé when | do the very
same thinz! Once we were QJrOf{)col b»} 3 cop for dictracted
driving_and all | could Say was, “I'm sorvy officer, we weve bird
wat ;ngl Y Byt Mﬁf\fv% ow whole family loves nature, thanks
to Dad. /\/\v[ daughter’s firt ¢cience PVoJcmL waé about baokt«’arol
bivds. Dad was Thrilled.

We talked oFcnfq abovt Dad's charttable i\/iné_ plang a¢ part of
hic Will. We knew that he remembered Ontario Natwe—and a
few others—in his Will. These charities Spoke to hig hopc for
the world. And his decision to {»fo’l’c’/mL natwe with a gift in hig
Will meang a¢ much to v a it did to him. We're FVOUﬁ_ of him,
and it a wonderful way -
to vemember him, knowin AN g1
he'd be ¢o Plcaécd that hig \ A% e
ift continves to inéFch Y
é}olg and Ontariang of all
azeS to epperience the |0
aé;l Wonolcﬁ of natwre. S

— Nancy Bodgnorth
Hannah, talking. abovt her
ate father, ét:col

Our son Graeme was born March

12, 1974. Even as a baby, he always loved
to be outdoors. He made happy sounds
when he looked up at the sunlight filtering
through the leaves of the trees above his
stroller. At just 4 months old, he became a
true camper—he slept soundly every night.
oblivious to the tremendous storms raging

over our tent.

As he grew. his love for nature
grew as fast as his legs could carry him. He My beau{:"-ﬁ‘d Son, Gr Seme

became more curious and more adventurous.

Our family bought a little trailer, the

perfect size for a small boy. He called his upper bunk his nest and he gathered all his
belongings up there with him, just like a forest creature.

Graeme explored lakes, rivers, sand dunes, wetlands, caves and mighty cliffs to
observe wildlife. His favourite adventures were in our cance. very early in the morning. [t was
wonderful to see the beauty of nature through the eyes of our child. One of his elementary
school friends told us much later that he would happily point out to his friends the neat
things he found and identified in the little stream that went through their school yard.

He was an avid reader. He read and reread all the Gerald Durrell stories sbout his
life as a naturalist and traveller. | think Graeme would have liked to follow in his footsteps.
He wanted to study Environmental Studies in university.

At the beginning of grade 13, Graeme was diagnosed with a very rare bone cancer. He
died April 23, 1993, just after his 19th birthday.

Because of his love of nature. we knew that a Graeme Whistance-Smith Nature
Reserve would be the perfect way for him to be remembered. If he were alive today, he would
be pleased to know that a small part of our beautiful province is protected in his name.

forever. He would love exploring this little safe haven for plant and animal species that

enchanted him. We are forever grateful to the dedicated people—past. present and future—
at Ontario Nature who made it possible for our wish to come true.

— Suzanne Carlson, Graeme’'s mom
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YOUR PROMISE FOR NATURE, OUR PROMISES TO YOU

Thank you for your enduring confidence in our work. As a member of
our For Nature Forever Circle, we would love to connect you to our work
to protect nature in your backyard, our boreal forest and beyond in
ways that are meaningful and inspiring to you. Here are just a few
ways we are proud to stay connected with you:

» You’ll be invited to special, exclusive conservation events
hosted at nearby nature reserves or communities

« You can read stories about gifts in action, meet our staff and
fellow members in our quarterly award-winning ON Nature
magazine

« We'll send you letters and updates on your support in action
for nature in Ontario

Our member care staff at Ontario Nature would be delighted to
hear from you about how we can stay connected with you. We love
speaking with you! You can contact Kirsten Dahl at 416-444-8419,
extension 235, or kirstend@ontarionature.org anytime, and you
can also speak to any of our helpful and caring team by calling
1-800-440-2366.

And we also have additional materials we can share with you,
including a practical and step-by-step guide to legacy giving.

This includes different kinds of legacy gifts and provides resources
that can help you, your financial advisors and your family members.

We are also happy to speak to you anytime, in confidence, about your
giving and help you customize your giving to best align with your
values and your unique needs.

Nature g4

OUR DONOR PROMISE

1. Your Will is an intensely personal document. We respect
your privacy.

2. We understand and support the notion that your loved
ones come first.

3. We would like to know if you have made a gift to nature in
your Will so we can make conservation plans, and also so we
can recognize your generosity. Whether you choose to tell us
or not is entirely your decision.

4. We encourage you to contact us to learn more about our areas
of work that interest you most, and how you can ensure your
gift is directed to that area in the most effective way possible.

5. We will provide you and your loved ones with special
opportunities to learn about our work to conserve nature
in Ontario.

6. We are proud of our effectiveness and efficiency. We will
apply both to your gift.

7. We deeply appreciate the confidence and trust you have
in Ontario Nature.

8. We will respond immediately to your questions or concerns.
You can contact Caroline Schultz, Kirsten Dahl, or anyone on
our member care team, at any time.
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Our Legacy

we envision a future where nature inspires and

At Ontario Nature,
sustains us for generations to come. One hundr

our hope that nature

ed years from now, it is

s beauty will still be intact for children to explore
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we have been governed by a volunteer B

Directors that provides the organization with leadership,
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2366 ontarionature.org

>

214 King Street West, Suite 612, Toronto

440

444-8419 toll free: 1-800-

phone: 416-
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